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THE “MATTER W1TH AMERICA” 

What’s the matter with America these days? 

Too many diamonds, not enough alarm clocks. 

Too many silk shirts, not enough blue flannel ones. 

Too many serge suits and not enough overalls. 

Too much decollette and not enough aprons. 

Too many satin upholstered limousines and not enough 
cows. 

Too many consumers and not enough producers. 

Too much oil stock and not enough savings accounts. 

Too many desiring short cuts to wealth and too few willing 
to pay the price. 

Too much class consciousness and too little common democ- 
racy and love of humanity. 


*Electro- Plating Engineer Hazel, Atlas Glass Co., Wheel- 





_ ing, W. Va. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

of the 

AMERICAN ELECTRO-PLATERS’ SOCIETY 
: Held at 

Hotel Seneca, Rochester, N. Y., June 30, July 1, 2, 3, 1920 

June 30. 
Morning 

Registration of Delegates, Members and Visitors. 


Afternoon 
Visiting of Several Plating Plants of Rochester 


Evening 

A Trip to Sea Breeze 
July 1 
Morning 


Convention was called to order by President O. E. Servis, 
who declared meeting formally opened, then introduced Mr. G. 
H. Hesselink, President of Rochester Branch, who, with a few 
well made remarks, presented Mr. Chas. C. Behan, Past Presi- 
dent of Rochester Chamber of Commerce, who extended a wel- 
come on behalf of the city. The response was made by Mr 
Sylvester Gartland. 

The chair was now resumed by Supreme President Oscar E. 
Servis, who called upon those present to introduce themselves, 
by arising, give name, by whom employed and of what branch 
a member. 

The chair then called upon the following persons for an 
address: 

Mr. Walter “raine, Past President. 

Dr. Wm. Blum, Bureau of Standards. 

Mr. George Hogaboom, Past President. 

Mr. Chas. H. Proctor, Founder of American Electro-Platers’ 
Society. 

Mr. Walter S. Barrows, Past President. — 





This month’s issue is taken up very largely with business 
proceedings of the annual convention. The papers read and 
the discussions will follow as rapid as our space will permit— 
Editor’s Note. 
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Mr. H. H. Williams, Editor. 

Mr. H. J. Richards, Past Editor. 

Each one responded briefly upon some phase of the work, 
past and present, of our society. 

The Executive Committee report on credentials: was then 
read, and the delegates elected were seated. 

Motion made and seconded that Mr. Fraine be given right 
to act as proxy for Cincinnati Branch. 

Boston Branch asked for right to be represented without 
voting power, as they were working under temporary charter. 
By motion the request was granted. 

Meeting adjourned at 1 p. m. 


Afternoon 


Paper on “Anode Hook Connections and Their Protec- 
tion,’ by H. F. Speary of Rochester, N. Y., was read and an 
exhibit made. After supplementing his paper, a discussion 
followed. 


Paper on “Nickel Plating Sheet Zinc Articles,” by Henry 


Wiesner of Wheeling, W. Va., (member Pittsburgh Branch). 
Discussion followed. 


Notes on the Use of Hydrofluoric Acid in Nickel Solutions, 


by Dr. Blum of Bureau of Standards. 


This started a very general and interesting discussion and 
when adjournment was taken at 6 p. m. it was decided to hold 
an evening session to continue same. 


Evening 
Discussion on Use of Hydrofluoric Acid in Nickel Solutions. 


Paper on “Sanitation,” by Mr. Geo. A. Wilson of New York 
Branch, read and discussed. 





FOURTH SESSION 
July 2, 1920 
10:30 A. M. 


At 10:30 a. m. the President called the meeting to order 
and asked for the reading of the minutes of the last convention. 

A motion was made that the reading of the minutes be 
dispensed with, but the motion was lost, and the Secretary 
proceeded with the reading of the minutes. 

Upon motion duly made and passed the minutes were 
adopted as read. 

The Secretary then read the President’s report, which was 
accepted by unanimous vote. 


The President’s report was followed by the reading of the 
Secretary’s report, which was also accepted by unanimous vote. 
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The Treasurer’s report was then read and received the 
unanimous approval of the members. 


The President then appointed Mr. Heddon, Mr. Suman and 
Mr. Gartland to audit the Treasurer’s accounts and to have a 
report ready at the Saturday morning session. 


MR. FRAINE: Mr. Secretary, have you included in your 
Budget the cost of. printing the new Constitutions? 


SECRETARY STERLING: I have not and if there is no 
objection I shall include the cost of the new Constitutions in my 
new Budget. 


PRESIDENT SERVIS: I shall also take note that some 
action be taken to meet the expenses of the society for the 


coming year, as the Budget shows a deficit for the coming year 
of over $300. 


SECRETARY STERLING: On behalf of the Supreme 
Society I took up the matter of reduced rates with the Trunk 
Line Association. I tried later to get Mr. Park on the telephone 
to ascertain how we were listed as a commercial organization, 
but could not get him. 


The Secretary then read a communication from the World 
Trade Club on the meter-liter gram system and introduced a 
resolution with regard to this matter, which he read to the 
society. He also stated that the New York Branch has adopted 
a resolution in favor of the meter-liter gram and forwarded it 
to the Bureau of Standards. 


PRESIDENT SERVIS: I have received a communication 
from the American Electrochemical Society urging the adoption 
of this system and I believe similar action should be taken by 
this society. I therefore should like to have a resolution drawn 
up on this question and we will vote on it at the following 
session. 


MR. GARTLAND: May I make a motion that we draw up 
a resolution to adopt the Meter-Liter Gram System? 


MR. WITTICK: I should like to make an amendment 
that the President appoint a committee to draw up the reso- 
lutions. 


A motion was made that both these motions be embodied 
in one. This was seconded and passed. The original motions, 
now reading that a committe be appointed to draw up the reso- 
lution to adopt the Meter-Liter Gram System, were seconded 
and carried. 





The Editor of the Monthly Review, then read his report, 
which wasiaccepted with a rising vote of thanks. 


5 














The Research Committee, of which Mr. Fraine is the Chair- 
man, then rendered its report. 


Moved and seconded that the report of the committee be 
received and that the recommendations be adopted. This 
motion was carried. 


PRESIDENT SERVIS: Mr. Secretary, you will make a 
note of the fact that the Research and Publicity Committee is 
changed to the Research and Standards Committee. 


Mr. Wilson now introduced the amendment as follows: 
“Part Il. Branch Societies. Page. 18. 


Article V. Sec 3. (Amendment to read): It shall be the 
duty of the Secretary to send to the Supreme Office on the 
first day of August, November, February and May, a complete 


list of the branch membership, including Active, Associate and 
Honorary. 


He shall keep an accurate report of the proceedings of each 
meeting, which are to be recorded in a book for that purpose. 
He shall send the names and addresses of all applicants for 
membership, and all papers for publication, and reports of each 
regular meeting of the branch to the Supreme Editor within 
seven (7) days after each meeting. He shall also send to the 
Supreme Office, the names of every member either suspended, 
transferred, resigned or died, and all application stubs or mem- 
bers elected within seven (7) days after said, meeting. He shall 
properly fill out the yearly report and credentials blanks, and 
send the same to the Supreme Office within fifteen (15) days 
after the receipt of the same. He shall keep an itemized 
account of all receipts and expenditures. He shall also act as 
Corresponding Secretary.” . 


This amendment was carried. 


The following amendment was introduced by Mr. Wilson 
of the New York Society as follows: 


“Part Il. Branch Societies. New section. Page 16. 


Article II. Sec. 10. Any member wishing to transfer his 
membership shall apply either in person or by writing for a 
transfer card, which card can only be issued upon the payment 
of all dues up to date of issuance of such transfer, and in addi- 
tion three (3) months’ dues in advance, this card to be signed 
by the President and Secretary of the issuing branch, and no 
branch shall accept a transfer member unless he presents such 
transfer card, properly signed. Make Section 10 read Section 
11, and Section 11 to be Section 12 and read: The minimum 


membership fee shall be five (5) dollars, to be accompanied with 
the application.” © 
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MR. FRAINE: Just an error in this which I think should 
be cleared up. I think if the second paragraph of this is sub- 
stituted for the first it will make the sense of this clear. If we 
make Section 10 read Section 11 and Section 11 read 12, and 
substitute the following for Section 10, you will get the thing 
in the way it should be in order to fit into the Constitution 
better. 


MR. WILSON: I accept that change. 


Moved and seconded that the amendment be adopted with 
the corrections noted. 


Mr. Wilson then introduced the following amendment: 


“Article X. (Publication) Page II, new section. Sec. 7. 
No.member shall receive the Monthly Review or other literature 
published by the society until his name has been certified by 
the Supreme Secretary.” 


The Secretary now introduced a suggestion in regard to 
investigation of the members of a new society that were apply- 
ing for a charter. He pointed out that in the past the charter 
members of a society were not investigated and that it was im- 
portant to look into this matter. 


Mr. Hogaboom suggested that the New York Branch draw 
up an amendment to Article V, under charters, and state that 
temporary charters shall be granted to a society and that all 
charters and all applicants shall submit their applications upon 
regular membership blanks for further investigation. 


The Secretary stated that his suggestion covered that point 
and that an amendment could be drawn up which would come 
under Section 3 of Article VIII. 


The meeting adjourned at 1 p. m. 





FIFTH SESSION 
July 2, 1920 
7:20 P. M. 


At 7:20 the fifth session of the convention was called to 
order by the President. 


The Secretary called the roll and as the majority of dele- 
gates were present the President declared the meeting open for 
business. 


MR. ALLEN: I move to amend Part 2, Article II, Section 
3, under the heading of “Membership,” by inserting after the 
word “eligible:” “any assistant foreman plater having served 
five consecutive years shall be admitted as an associate mem- 
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ber, provided he is recommended by his foreman and one 
other active member of the association.” 


I believe in doing everything I can for the man who is 
going to follow us. In Grand Rapids we are making arrange- 
ments with the school board to open up a room for us in the 
Industrial High School. We expect to have our permanent 
quarters in that place and to have there a practical and experi- 
mental plating room and laboratory. This will be open one 
evening a week to the helpers, and one evening to the member- 
ship under an instructor provided by the Board of Education. 
That is how we believe in treating the fellows who come after 
us, and I believe the association ought to do everything in its 
power to train the future workers. 


MR. MORNINGSTAR: This association was founded by 
foremen platers and I think we ought to stick to our original 
purpose. Let them form a branch of their own. We will be 
willing to co-operate and teach them. 


MR. WITTICK: I was instructed by my branch to vote 
against this resolution. We are a foremen platers’ society and 
as such have a great deal of prestige. We have attracted the 
big men into our association, a thing we could not have done 
if we did not stand for what we do. Our meetings are open 
and our helpers can come in, listen to the lectures and get all 
the information we can give. 


MR. BROCKWAY: It seems to me it would be a little 
narrow minded to bar out 2 man who has been five years in 
the trade and has the recommendation of his foreman and two 
members. We ought to let them in. 


MR. WILLIAMS: We are a foreman’s organization and 
should keep that before us all the time. It gives us that much 
prestige before our employers. If our helpers belonged to our or- 
ganization it would put them in our class. On the other hand, 
there is no one more anxious to be of assistance to them than I. 
Glad to have them come to our meetings, glad to give them 
any aid within my power. But we should. maintain our organ- 


ization intact and keep up the ideals on which we were orig- 
inally founded. 


MR. FRAINE: Our efficiency depends not alone on our 
ability but upon the intelligence and capability of our assistants. 
The better your assistants, the better your department. Fur- 
thermore, you have got to have men who can do the work when 
you are away, on whom you can place responsibility. You have 
got to train men who will take your place after you. We should 
have those men in our association, not alone for their sakes, 
but for ours, for don’t forget that the better helpers you have 
the better it is for you and your department. We need these 
men side by side with us at our association, getting the value 
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of their experience and developing from what they can learn 
from us for the benefit of all concerned. 


MR. HOGABOOM: If we are an educational society we 
ought to be interested in one thing—progress, and not our 
individual benefit. We only progress as the general level of 
our knowledge is increaséd. Knowledge concentrated in the 
minds of a few is worth little. We should broaden out and 
give our men the same opportunities that we have. If it were 
not for my men I could not be here. I think we should extend 
the good our society is doing to our men. Bring in these men 
with whom we are associated to help us carry on our work. 


MR. WILSON: The railroad men have separate organ- 
izations corresponding to their work and we can do the same. 
I am in sympathy with helping our men, but not in bringing 
them into our organization. J,et them form an organization of 
their own. 


MR. STERLING: Our organization in New York noticed 
in the Brass World that this matter might come up and voted 
against it. They did not think that assistant platers should 
belong to our association. But they offered the following 
amendment: That the platers form an auxiliary branch and 
those men who have been in the plating room for six months be 
entitled to membership. The chairman shall be an active mem- 
ber of the branch of the society, appointed by election, and 
we can educate them in the primary fundamental principles 
of electro-plating, they to serve a five-year apprenticeship, 
after which they serve as one year’s foreman to prove their 
executive ability and then automatically become a member of 
this society. 


MR. HOGABOOM: I have brought this up for five con- 
secutive years. A man that is holding your job down should 
receive a great deal of consideration. Mr. Williams spoke 
about the prime object or the fundamental principles of this 
society. The fundamental principles of this society are printed 
on every Charter and Constitution—and that is—Education. 
And if we are not going to educate the men that are coming 
along we are going to do just exactly what I told you last year. 
The manufacturers are going to bring in chemists and they 
will make them foremen and supervisors of the plating rooms 
and make you men executives to take care of the help. It is 
coming quickly. You look at your help today and see how many 
of them you have that you would like to make assistant fore- 
men. We must create our own assistants and the best way to 
do that is to train them in your own home. The father and 
mother who do not make a home for the child drive him 
out in the world. The parents who make their home a home 
for the child, supervise his play, form his character, are making 
him a child‘ they will be proud of. So, if you will take your fore- 
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man plater, bring him in with us, make him one of us, educate 
him along that line, he is going to help us. a” 


MR. GARTLAND: I am in favor of taking in assistant 
foremen. If. we look back to the membership of this society, 
we were a little body in the background. We did not have the 
knowledge that we have today and if the membership of this 
society is beneficial to the foreman plater it must be beneficial 
to the department that he is head of. You can talk these mat- 
ters over with him,’ask his advice and very often his idea is 
worth while. If you will put these men into an auxiliary 
branch you are dividing your own house. You ought to put a 
glad hand out to him and encourage him to come along. 


Mr. Sterling moved for a roll call on this question. This 
motion was passed. 


The President put the motion before the organization of 
admitting assistant foremen platers to the American Electro- 
Platers’ Society as associate members. 


The Secretary called upon each member to. vote and an- 
nounced that the result was 34 in favor, 19 against, three not 
voting. 


CHAIRMAN: As the Constitution requires a two-thirds 
vote on amendments, the motion is lost. 


MR. HOGABOOM: I have voted in favor of the amend- 
ment and therefore I ask for a reconsideration. 


PRESIDENT SERVIS: I declare a reconsideration of the 
vote. 


Mr. Williams moved to lay the matter on the table until 
the following morning, but the motion was lost. 


The Secretary called the roll and registered the vote of 
each member. 


The Secretary announced that 37 had voted in favor and 
19 against. 


PRESIDENT SERVIS: The motion lacking the neces- 
sary two-thirds majority, the amendment to the Constitution is 
lost. 


MR. HOGABOOM: The New York Branch has requested 
that I place one of the amendments in the correct pdtt of the 
Constitution. This would come under Part II, Article IX, 
“Duties of Branch Societies,” and it will be inserted in Section 
5, which will say: 


“The credentials of members shall be signed by the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of the branch he represents, bearing 
an impression of the seal, a copy of which shall be sent to the 
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Supreme Secretary not later than June 15th of each year, and 
a duplicate copy shall be presented to the Supreme President, 


by the delegates in person on the first day of the annual 
meeting.” 


This amendment was carried unanimously. 


MR. HOGABOOM: Section 5 is to be Section 7: 


“No delegate can be seated whose branch is indebted to 
the Supreme Society for Per Capita tax or supplies furnished 
one month prior to the convention.” 


MR. FRAINE: I am in favor of the first part, but the 
second part, “Supplies furnished one month prior to the conven- 
tion,” looks as if we are playing pretty small business. I think 
that should be stricken out. 


SECRETARY STERLING: The idea was to get every- 
thing in before the end of the year, but if there is no objection 
on the part of the delegates of New York, we would eliminate 


the second part as far as supplies are concerned, and the motion 
will now read: 


“No delegate can be seated whose branch is indebted to 
the Supreme Society for Per Capita tax prior to the convention.” 


This motion was carried with the correction noted. 
MR. HOGABOOM: (Reading). 
“Part (?), Article VIII, Sections 2 and 3—as it is. 


Section 4. 

All members of any new Branch Society shall present a 
statement of their qualifications, in writing, upon the official 
application blank of the society. These blanks shall be forwarded 


to the Executive Board of the Supreme Society, who shall pass 
upon the eligibility of all applicants. 


Section 5. 


Any Branch Society. working under a temporary charter 
cannot be granted a permanent charter until the membership 
has been approved by the Supreme Executive Board. 


Section 6. 


. Any member not having the necessary qualifications shall 
have his membership canceled and all monies paid returned as 
provided in Part II, Article II, Section 10. 


Section 4 to be Section 7. 

Section 5 to be Section 8. 

Section 6 to be Section 9. 
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Section 7 to be Section 10.” 
This amendment was carried. 


Mr. Hogaboom then read the amendment in regard to the 
dues to be changed to $10 a year and admission fee $5. 


MR. WITTICK: If there is no objection I would change 
that to a minimum fee of $6 a year and admission fee $5. Do 
not make it too high, but simply high enough so that 35% Per 
Capita tax is enough. 


MR. WILLIAMS. This $1 more will give the society $300, 
which will pay for the increase in publication. 


MR. FRAINE: When will this take effect? 


PRESIDENT SERVIS: The amendment wil! not be en- 
forced until June first, next year. 


MR. FRAINE: That means we must get some money tor 
this fiscal year. ‘There is one method and that is to levy a 
special assessment. It seems to me that we can do no less than 
levy an assessment of 10%. 


MR. WILLIAMS: I move that we levy an assessment of 
10% on all dues collected, this to apply only to the minimum fee. 


MR. HOGABOOM: That is provided for in the Constitu- 
tion. All we need to say is a 10% tax, for, according to the Con- 
stitution, we can only collect on the fee of $5. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: That this 10% assessment be levied in 
four installments and to come in with the Per Capita tax. 


The amendment and the original motion were unanimously 
carried. 


Mr. Hazucha of the Chicago Branch then read a paper 
on “Ball Burnished Steel and Nickel-Plated Steel.” Discussion 
followed. 


A paper on “Oxidation of Aluminum Parts,” by Frank J. 
Hanlon of the Chicago Branch, was read and discussed. 





SIXTH SESSION 
July 3, 1920 
10:30 P. M. 


At 10:30 p. m. the chairman called the Sixth Session of the 
Eighth Convention of the American Electro-Platers’ Society to 
order. 


The Secretary called the roll. 
CHAIRMAN: We will now take up amendments. 


MR. HOGABOOM: I should like to ask a point of in- 
formation. Has any member of this organization the right to 
vote twice? ; 
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PRESIDENT SERVIS: No. 


MR. HOGABOOM: I therefore appeal the decision of the 
chair in regard to the amendment about assistant foremen. The 
President of the society voted and according to the parlia- 
mentary practice the President has no right to vote except in 
case of a tie, and therefore | demand that the vote of the Presi- 
dent be cast out. 


In the Chicago meeting that question was brought up: 
If a man is elected as President from a branch society and 
as he can only vote in the case of a tie, would it not be well to 
have that branch have four delegates? They said, “No, that 
would give in the case of a tie four votes to one branch.” 
After much discussion the President declared the amendment 
before the house. : 


Mr. Williams moved to substitute another amendment as 
follows: 


MR. WILLIAMS: I move that a referendum vote of the 
society be taken on this question and the report be in the hands 
of the Executive Board and the report made at the next con- 
vention. 

MR. HOGABOOM: I will make an amendment to that, 
that the report be made to the Executive Committee within six 
months. 


MR. WILLIAMS: I accept that amendment. 


This amendment and the original motion were put and 
were carried unanimously. 


SECRETARY STERLING: As a delegate of the New 
York Branch I want to offer an amendment. 


Article 11, Section 3, Supreme Society, Page 12. After 
the word “member” add: “In addition the branch will pay a 
regular Per Capita tax on all Honorary members.” 


MR. HOGABOOM: While I am in favor of that I think 
the wording should be corrected. You cannot get a Per Capita 
tax unless a man pays dues. What you ought to do is to say, 


the branch shall pay a sum equal to the Per Capita tax on each 
member. 


The motion and the amendment was unanimously carried. 


SECRETARY STERLING: I move that we amend Article 
II, Section 4, Page 15, and that we strike out all matter after 
“Branch Society.” 

This motion was carried. 


MR. WILLIAMS: I think some recognition ought to be 
taken in reference to the Boston Branch. I would suggest that 
the Secretary write a letter to the Boston Branch showing 
them that we appreciate the efforts that they are putting forth 
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in their organization and along with that I would also suggest 
that we extend a vote of appreciation to Mr. Herrick and Mr. 
Clark, who were instrumental in organizing the Boston Branch. 


This motion was unanimously carried. © 


MR. MUSICK: I want to bring a resolution before the 
association. I wish it to be understood there is no personal 
reflection on any members of the society. It is offered in the 
best interests of the society. 


“Resolved, That the annual conventions of the Supreme 
Society shall be held on a more conservative financial basis and 
that the main items of expenditures and method of financing 
same shall be approved by the Executive Board previous to the 
convention.” 


This motion was unanimously carried. 


MR. WILLIAMS: I move that a vote of thanks be ex- 
tended to the trade papers, the Metal Industry, and the Brass 
World for the publicity that they have given to our con- 
vention. 


This motion was unanimously carried. 


MR. HOGABOOM: I move that a committee of three be 
appointed to draw up resolutions to thank the members of the 
Rochester Branch and all those connected with it who enter- 
tained us, and present the resolutions at the meeting tonight. 


This motion was unanimously carried and the President 
appointed on the Resolution Committee Mr. Hogaboom, Mr. 
Williams and Mrs. Seeley. 


PRESIDENT SERVIS: We are now open for election of 
officers. 


The following officers were then nominated and elected: 


President, Sylvester P. Gartland, Rochester Branch. 
First Vice-President, Philip W. Uhl, Philadelphia Branch. 
Second Vice-President, W. J. Allen, Grand Rapids Branch. 
Secretary-Treasurer, J. E. Sterling, New York Branch. 
Editor, H. H. Williams, St. Louis Branch. 


Invitations to hold the 1921 convention were read from 
several cities and also presented by representatives of Newark 
and Indianapolis Branches. Newark Branch then withdrew in 
favor of Indianapolis and a motion was made that we accept the 
invitation of Indianapolis Branch, which carried unanimousty. 


By motion the Research and Standards Committee was 
given authority to proceed in co-operation with the Metal 
Finishers’ Equipment Association in the standardization of 
terms and names of materials used in our lines, 
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PRESIDENT SERVIS: There is a little matter that has 
slipped by. If there is no objection we will proceed to new f 
business. ; if 


SECRETARY STERLING: We were talking about in- | 
creasing expenses and there was a suggestion made in regard to i* 
4 






the new Constitutions being printed, as you adopted quite a few 
amendments. That will cost money and no authority has been 
given to have new Constitutions printed. I think you ought 
to make a motion on that extra expense. } 






A motion was made to have new Constitutions printed 
with revisions to date. This motion was unanimously carried. R 













REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE. 


MR. HEDDON: We went over the books of the Secretary- 
Treasurer very carefully and we found the following: i 
Rochester, N. Y., July 2d, 1920. 4 


Balance on hand as of 5/31/19............. iia vide Fea $ 945.10 
men seeerved from Braves... «65 os oyisw sie 0 ode aw woree 1,498.43 











Total cash. receipts, 1919-20... ...5 6. i ai $2,443.53 
nen SE OOERONE EP is Bo wie ce Bo abe Ube 






Balance: on-hand: 5/35/20... oi Kwak wnces teas 


We the undersigned Auditing Committee find the cash book 
and records found to be correct and kept in an orderly manner. 
S. E. HEDDON, 
S. P. GARTLAND, 
R. G. SUMAN, 
Auditing Committee. 








A motion was made that the committee be discharged with 
thanks. The President thanked the committee for their work. 


MR. HOGABOOM: I move that the Treasurer’s report be i 
accepted. 








The motion was carried. 





The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 a. m., 


2:30 P. M. 


Auto sightseeing trip through Rochester and to Lake On- 
tario. a 


6:30 P. M. 


Banquet at Hotel Seneca followed by installation of officers, 
“Movette” show and dancing. 
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NICKEL-PLATING SHEET ZINC ARTICLES. 
By Henry Wiesner.* 
Member of Pittsburgh Branch. 
(Read at Rochester Convention.) 


One of the best methods of nickel-plating articles made from 
sheet zinc, without first coating them with copper or brass, is to 
clean them in an electric cleaner and deposit the nickel from a 
sodium citrate nickel solution. 


This solution is very simple to manage, does not get out of 
order easily, and will deposit a film of nickel on plain surfaces 
in two or three minutes, which can be colored on a 14-inch buff. 

The writer does not claim to be offering anything new or 
startling, but is just setting forth his experience in adapting to 
the articles produced in the plant where he is employed a solu- 
tion long known to the profession. The articles are cut down 
and colored, then racked up, being careful they do not touch each 
other, immersed in the electric cleaner, rinsed in cold water, 
then put right into the nickel bath. 

The operation is a continuous one. the cleaner holding three 
racks and the nickel bath six, so that when in operation the 
cleaner always contains two racks and the nickel bath five. To 
make the complete circle takes about two and one-half to three 
minutes. Upon removing from the nickel they are rinsed in 
hot water and dried in sawdust. The nickel solution used is 
composed of: 

Water. . 

Nickel Sulphate : 
eee ie TENE 3s Soi are. aie cis oo eNb aed 1.8 oz. 
I Fe UIs iw ok 0s ob aha d ew cge weve cusceens 3.6 oz. 
PRM NOUN 54s io eh d Snags ae ey hav ena ES 1.2 oz. 
and is made up and controlled by the stock solution method. 

As an illustration, our tanks hold 400 gallons of water, 150 


pounds nickel sulphate, 45 pounds citric acid crystals, 90 pounds 
of sodium carbonate and 30 pounds ammonium chloride. 


To make such a solution we proceed as follows: 


Get a container holding about 30 gallons—a barrel sawed 
off near the top is what we use—fill it one-third full of water, 
heat it with live steam by aid of a steam hose, add one-third 
the total amount of nickel sulphate required, which is 50 pounds, 
and 15 pounds citric acid crystals, and when dissolved add 
slowly 30 pounds of sal soda with stirring. After this is all in 
add the 10 pounds ammonium chloride. Fill up with cold 
water, stir well and put it into the tank. It will be readily 
seen that three of the stock solutions will make 90 gallons of 
concentrated nickel solution, after which the tank is filled up to 
its capacity of 400 gallons with water and is ready for use. 

This solution: should stand about 4° B. and be. worked at 
5.4 to 6 volts pressure. 
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The stock solution method of control has been used by 
the writer for the past five years and gives very excellent 
results. The hardness of the deposit can be regulated some- 4 
what by the ammonium chloride content, more for a_ softer 
deposit, and less for a harder one. When this solution is new ¢ 
the deposit is very clear and soft and shows absolutely no 

signs of the black streaks so often met with in depositing 

nickel directly on zinc. After working awhile the deposit be- i 
comes a little darker in color, due to the zinc sulphate, which ‘ 
is bound to contaminate it in time; but at no time does it show a 
any black streaks if the proper current pressure is kept up and 
the sodium citrate content in proportion to nickel sulphate is j 
maintained constant. 4 


















SUCCESSFUL METHODS. 


(Question No. 1.) What is a good remedy to stop gas 
bubbles from forming on objects in nickel solution and leaving 
the deposit with small holes? 






(Answer.) If it is not ordinary pitting then the trouble lies 
in cleaning. It was suggested that the work be properly 
cleaned before plating. 






(Question No. 2.) Will an overdose of cyanide cause a 
silver solution to plate rough on the upper side of the objects 
plated? 


(Answer.) No, but it was suggested that the solution be 
filtered. 


(Question No. 3.) Which one of the ball burnishing ma- 
chines is the best? q 


(Answer.) They are all good if they are used properly. 


(Question No. 4.) How can soldering acid be removed from 
a nickel solution? 









(Answer.) Some one said that it all depended on how far 
the sewer was from the plating tank, then it was suggested that fi 
the solution be made strongly and with hydrochloric acid and 
a lot of large parts hung on the cathode rods and a strong cur- 
rent passed for several hours; this might plate out most of the 
zinc and make it possible to use the solution again. 

—Chicago Branch. | 









(Question.) How can I obtain a chocolate color on yellow 
brass direct, such as is seen on ash trays, etc.? 


(Answer No. 1.) Dip in the regular potassium sulphide 
solution and direct in dilute hydrochloric acid (sharp water) 
without rinsing, then in caustic soda solution. 


(Answer No. 2.) Same as No. 1, except substituting anti- 
mony sulphide for the potassium. 








—Toronto Branch. 
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WHAT THE BRANCHES ARE DOING 


Boston. 

President, Andrew Mackie, 83114 East 2nd St., South Boston, 
Mass.; Secy.-Treas., A. Talamono, 70 Yorktown St., East Somer- 
ville, Mass. 

Boston Branch met August 6, 1920, at the Quincy House 
and on account of it being so warm we adjourned at 8:30 and 
it was moved that no more meetings be held this month on 
account of the heat. I think that very soon we will be going 
strong, as our members are enthusiastic. 





Bridgeport. 

Meets third Friday of each month in its laboratory, 260 John St., 
Bridgeport, Conn. Secretary, Louis J. Maraffi, 744 Hancock Ave., 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Our July 16th meeting was held in the laboratory with nine 
members present, Vice-President J. W. Slattery presiding. 

Three applicants were elected as active. members. 

Mr. G. Hogaboom gave a complete report of the Rochester 
convention, which was very interesting. 

The Secretary was instructed to send out cards, calling for 


a special meeting Friday, July 23, 1920, to discuss and plan for 
an outing. 





Chicago. 
Meets second Saturday of each month, 8 p. m., at the Briggs 


House, Randolph ana Wells Sts. Secretary, R. Je Hazucha, 4224 
W. 20th St., Chicaga, Ill. 


Our last regular meeting, held August 14th, was fairly well 
attended and was as usual very interesting. 

We elected five applicants to membership and received two 
more applications. 

The Library Committee reported progress and we hope to 
have a library very soon. 

Mr. Woodmansee of Detroit paid us a visit and under the 
good and welfare asked questions that brought out some valu- 
able information on hot cyanide copper plating, and depositing 
copper by immersion from a copper sulphate and sulphuric acid 
solution. Questions asked, discussed and answered will be 
found on another page. 





Detroit. 

Meets first Friday in each month at Cass Technical High School, 
Platers’ Classroom, 2nd Avenue and Beech Street, at 8 p. m. Secre- 
tary, E. G. Lovering, 562a Grand River Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 

August meeting of the Detroit Branch held at Cass school 
with President Kutzen in the chair. Owing to the extremely 
hot weather only the live members of the branch were present, 
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and we had an interesting meeting with the few present. A 
communication was read of an inquiry for a brass dip. The con- 
sensus of opinion was that this is still one of Geo. Hogaboom’s 
unsolved problems. We spent most of the evening on the good 
of the order. Mr. Woodmansee admitted that he agreed with 
the discussions—the world. do move—the first thing we know 
Elmer will be using “Magic Fluid.” 

Mr. H. Cross, one of our members, journeyed down from 
Jackson to attend the meeting and he exhibited samples of zinc 
plating on automobile rims. The Perlmam Rim Co., where Mr. 
Cross is located, have just installed an original mechanical con- 
veying and zinc plating machine, that the writer had the pleas- 
ure of inspecting; it proves the rapid strides that the electro- 
plating engineers are making in the large concerns, who manu- 
facture the standard articles, and the future looks rosy for 
plating engineers where production is required. There isn’t 
any plating department that cannot handle their work system- 
atically with mechanical plating equipment. The automobile 
rims in the above concern are handled with such simplicity that 
it is a revelation. They are carried in the plating room by their 
own momentum, rolling down a runway, through the various 
cleaners, pickles, washes and into the plating tank, which holds 
6,000 gallons of zinc solution. They are mechanically rotated 
and conveyed through the solution into the rinse water or spray 
and rolled to the next department finished. The human ele- 
ment does not enter into the handling of the parts. 





Grand Rapids. 


Meets on the second Wednesday of the month at The Morton 
House. Secretary, J. B. Hawley, 1317 Jefferson Ave., Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich. 

The August meeting of Grand Rapids Branch was very 
short, but sweet. The sweetening was added by our friend, H. 
E. Willmore, who read a paper on the subject of mercury gild- 
ing. The paper was well explained by Mr. Willmore in answers 
to a series of questions. 

The scouts that are helping various branches of our society, 
have an advantage over the ordinary member, in that one paper 
will do for every branch which they are able to attend, while 
the common or garden variety of member can only read it at 
his own branch—a distinct disadvantage, as no one in your local 
branch will give you credit for any knowledge at all—and gen- 
erally they are right. 

Attendance was small on account of heat. 





Indianapolis. 


Indianapolis Branch holds its business meeting the second Sat- 
urday in each month at Hotcl Denison. Secretary, Louis Mertz, 
1725 Union St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Our branch held its regular meeting August 14th, with 
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President Hennessey presiding. The attendance was good and 
the educational program outlined by Librarian Aufderheid met 
with hearty approval. 

One new member was elected. 


Mr. Hoffman explained the properties of iron, both cast 
and malleable, from the ore to finished products. 

Mr. H. Maze gave his experience in pickling and polishing 
grey iron castings. He exhibited a round casting pickled in 
sulphuric acid, one-half of it being over-pickled, then the whole 
piece being nickeled, showing the faulty deposit on the over- 
pickled half. 


(Question.) Is it best to pickle castings in acid to remove 
sand and scale, or is sand-blasting best? 


(Answer.) If properly done sand-blasting is best. 

Geo, Barrows also gives some experiences of nickeling iron 
castings, using some cadmium anodes with his nickel anodes, 
claiming the cadium whitens and softens the deposit, making 
buffing easier. 


Members elected, Chas. H. Kroner, No. 1004 W. South St., 
Bluffton, Ind. 





Milwaukee. 


Meets first Friday of each month at West Side Bank Building. 


Secretary, A. W. Ruttan, 1105 Twenty-eighth St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


The August meeting of Milwaukee Branch was well at- 
tended, as the final arrangements were to be discussed for our 
first annual picnic. Even P. J. Sheehan, an old-time member, 
whom most of our members had to be re-introduced to (because 
he had not attended meetings for the last three or four months), 
attended. 

Mr. H. E. Willmore (Chicago Branch) was with us and 
read a paper on the art of mercury gilding, which was 
gratefully appreciated by all, and a rising vote of thanks was 
extended to him for same. Dr. Rudolph Breves of Waukegan, 
Ill., also attended and gave a talk on chemistry in general. 

One applicant was elected as an active member and we 
have two more applications in the hands of the Board of Man- 
agers, so Milwaukee Branch is progressing. 

Our annual picnic was held at Grafton, Wis., August 8th, 
on the Milwaukee river, All but four of our members and their 
families attended. There were games for all, young and old, 
stout and thin. P. J. Sheehan won the race for members. There 
was fishing, boating and swimming, and all who attended had 
an enjoyable day and expressed themselves as being anxious 
for our next one.. Of course our old friend, Daniel Wittig, was 
master of ceremonies and everything went off like clock work. 
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New York, 


New York Branch of the American Electro-Platers’ Society 
meets every second and fourth Fridays of each month at the 
Broadway Central Hetel Parlors, New York, N. Y. Secretary, 
John Burke, 110 Glen St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

July meetings of New York Branch of the American Electro- 
Platers’ Society were well attended. President Sterling pre- 
sided. July being the convention month, the meetings were 
mostly devoted to the reports of the procedure at. the Rochester 
* convention. Problems of interest discussed were: Stripping 
nickel deposits from brass in combination with zinc and dip 
blackening cold-rolled steel and sheet zinc. 





Pittsburgh. 


Meets every first Saturday at 8 p. m. ut United States Bureau 
of Mines Building, Forbes St. Secretary S. E. Hedden, 227 5th St., 
Aspinwall, Pa. 

Meeting of July 17th called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Pres- 
ident John Corbit, in the chair. In addition to the regular busi- 
ness, banquet committee made their report, which was very 
satisfactory, as it showed a balance on the right side. One 
new application was received. The delegates to the Rochester 
convention made their reports, which took up the best part of 
the evening. Mr. W. A. Fuller, who has spent several months 
in California, being present, gave us a good account of his trip 
and the plating industry on the coast. After each member pres- 
ent gave a short talk, meeting closed at 10 p. m., to meet 
August 7th. 

Report of meeting of August 7th: 


Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Vice-President 
Kantrowitz in the chair, as President John Corbit is away on 
his vacation. Communication received from the New Jersey 
Zinc Co., New York, asking for two copies of Mr. Wiesner’s 
paper on the nickel-plating of sheet zinc, that was read at the 
convention. ‘Two applications were received. Officers for the 
year 1920-21 were duly .installed by Mr. Wilfred McKeon. 
Question of bronze plating soft metal goods successfully was 
taken up and the members present will have some information 
on the subject at the next meeting. After remarks of general 
interest were made by all present, meeting closed at 10 p. m. to 
meet Saturday, September 4th, 1920. 





Providence-Attleboro. 


Meets first and third Thursdays of each month at 26 Custom 
House Street. Rocm 16. Secretary, Clayton J. Poyton, 269 Ohio 
Avenue, Prozidence, R. I. 


Our branch held meetings in July-and August. The fol- 
lowing are the officers for 1920: 
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President, John Garrick; Vice-President, Harry Sholes; 
Librarian, Louis Martin; Board of Education, John. McDon- 
ough; Secretary-Treasurer, Carlton J. Poyton; Assistant Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, James Simpson; Sergeant-at-Arms, Arthur 
Wood; Board of Managers, Garvin ‘Tyndall, President; John 
Andrews, Geo. Wiegand, John McDonough, John McDonald. 


It was the desire of a number of the members to attend the 
convention, but urgency of business prevented. We are brush- 
ing up and expect to make a good showing for 1920. Last year we 
had a class in chemistry and mathematics and it is our intention 
to add to the classes and make additions to our laboratory this 
fall. In June we had a raffle, which put our treasury in better 
condition. The winning number, 2402, won by Mr. McAneny 
of the Geo. H. Cahoone Co., entitled the holder to a Victrola 
or $150.00 cash. 


Our meetings are well attended and although we have lost 
some members by transfer to new Boston Branch by resigna- 
tions and some expulsions, still we are in a strong position. The 
members are scattered over a large territory and it takes an 
effort to attend meetings. The class of work that most of the 
members are engaged in is quite different from that of the other 
branches. 


The coloring of jewelry with its many tricks, such as get- 
ting the best colors with the least labor and material regardless 
of wearing qualities, are the problems that confront our mem- 
bers. The amount of work that 1 pwt. of gold will cover when 
handled by an expert jeweler colorer would make many platers 
take notice. 


The shading solutions, which most all have had experience 
with, are interesting and considerable study is needed to obtain 
the best results with different grades of work. One feature that 
does not trouble the jeweler colorer is the thorough cleanliness 
which is so essential to the plater. 

Coloring with composite metals and the various shades 
obtainable with same solution under different conditions, tend 


to keep the operator on the alert for “kinks” that make suc- 
cess where others not so alert fail. 


Some of the members have had considerable trouble when 
plating giider’s metal with silver for enameling. Many theories 
are advanced for the failure to obtain a pure white transparent 
color. Some seem to think that the cyanide of soda on the mar- 
ket does not give as good results as the cyanide of potash. 

The Magic Fluid of Lovering’s is being tried out by some 
who have time and opportunity, but as yet no report has been 
turned in. 


At our last meeting the delegate to the convention read his 
report and notice was taken of the amendments which came up 


for consideration at Rochester. Action on same will no doubt 
be taken later on. 
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We wish our new Boston Branch best of success and feel 
_yery much interested in their meetings, as they are our near 
neighbors. 

Our next meeting will be held in Providence, September 2, 
at 26 Custom House St., at 8 o'clock. { 










St. Louis. 
Meets third Saturday of each month at Barr Branch Library, 


corner Jefferson and Lafayette. Secretary, H. H. Williams, 4156 
Botanical Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


The annual outing held at Ebsen’s Grove, Belleville, IIl., 
was a chilly event, as wraps and overcoats were in order, but 
after Lamkemeyer and Richards got a few hot coffees in them, 
things began to thaw and a pleasant evening was enjoyed by all. 


Our Belleville “faithful,” Messrs. Weygandt, Eckhardt and 
Koderhant, were kept busy for a time hauling the lunch baskets 
of the St. Louisans and New Athenites. Not even Mrs. Mc- 
Carthy dared anyone into the swimming pool, but challenged 
Mrs. Williams to take a dip on a warmer occasion. The crowd 
could have been larger, but Mrs. Koderhant only brought five 
of her children with her, leaving the other five at home. Then 
we missed Harry Deubelbeis and family, and at the last hour 
Ed Musick was detained by sudden illness of his father. Then 
where were McGinley, Brandt and a few others? It was worth + 
braving the weather to hear some of the plans for more system- 
atic discussions and studies this coming season. Mr. Jordan 
will have an exhibit and give a talk at the September meeting. 



























Toronto. 


Meets second Thursday of each month at Occident Hall, Bath- 
hurst and Queen Streets. Secretary, Chas. Kemish, 271 Boston 
Avenue, Toronio, Ont. . 

Our regular meeting was held August 12th, President Thos. 
O’Keefe presiding. 

Four applications were received for active membership. 

A letter was received from Mr. Salmon, one of our mem- | 
bers, that a new branch of the society was being formed in 
Montreal, Canada. Here’s wishing them all success and hoping 
they will be a strong link in the chain. 

Our Membership Committee, appointed a few meetings 
ago to interview members in arrears, are doing good work, as 
nearly all of them are paid up, which is very satisfying to the 
committee. 

An invitation is being sent to Dr. Mackay, instructor of the 
platers’ class at the Toronto Technical School, to attend our { 
next meeting previous to our members taking up their annual 
‘class duties. 
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Mr. Jas. Vallier was elected a trustee in place of Mr. Chas, 
Kemish, who was elected Secretary-Treasurer in place of Mr, 
O. Holtham, who has left for western Canada. 

Mr. Samuel Findlay was elected a trustee in place of Mr. 
Wm. Cox, who also left for western Canada. 

Our worthy President, Mr. Thos. O’Keefe, presented his 
report as delegate to the Rochester convention, which was well 
received, and was given a very hearty vote of thanks through 
our Vice-President, Mr. Cresswell. 

The following question was asked:—See “Successful 
Method.” 





ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP. 


Bridgeport. 
H. R. McFayden, Arrow Electric Co Hartford, Conn. 
Arthur W. Theis, 209 Cook Ave Meridan, Conn. 
Chas. E. Dunn, 37 Bowdell St Hartford, Conn. 


Milwaukee. 


John A. Maier, 604 Beaver St Beaver Dam, Wis. 
Oscar C. Hintze, 3010 St. Paul Ave........... Milwaukee, Wis. 


New York. 
Emil Haas, 504 East 163rd St New York 


Providence-Attleboro. 
E. Walter Johnson, 117 Oakland Ave Eden Park, R. I. 





APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Chicago. 

Chas. F. White, 706 Division St.................. Normal, Ill. 
Walter R. Cummings, 1750 S. 27th St... Omaha, Neb. 
Milwaukee. 

Wm. Kielberg, 191. Main St Fond du Lac, Wis. 


Boston. 
Rudolph Marshall, 316 Shrewsbury St Worcester, Mass. 





Jones was hurrying along a street one night when another 
man, also in violent haste, rushed out from a side street and the 
two collided with great force. 

The second man looked angry, but Jones, with his inborn 
courtesy, raised his hat and said: 

“My dear sir, I don’t know which of us is to blame for this 
violent encounter, but I am in too great a hurry to investigate. 
If I ran into you I beg your pardon; if you ran into me, don’t 
mention it.” 

Then he tore away at a redoubled speed. 
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